The award is open to all CACA members who are within 10 years of receiving their highest degree at the time of the award session. Each nomination is judged on the originality and overall quality of work, significance to the advancement of separation science and other supporting factors. Measures of the impact of the work include publications, presentations, patents, and leadership roles at their research fields or place of business. As stated in the CACA 2016 Young Investigator Award announcement, my contributions to the separation science included the followings: developed a step-wise approach to maximize peak capacities for complex separations; extended the concept of Poppe plot for gradient separation; developed methodologies to optimize high speed 2D-LC for proteomic analysis; characterized and developed multiple novel bonded phases and particles including the commercially successful Poroshell HPH (high-pH stable superficially porous particles). Dr. Wang published a total of 17 peer-reviewed journal articles and presented more than 30 podia and poster presentations at international conferences. Dr. Wang's technical and management capabilities were amply demonstrated by his successes in numerous new products development, his leadership positions at the Chromatography Forum of the Delaware Valley and the Eastern Analytical Symposia, his short courses involvements in 2D-LC, and his many impactful publications.
Q:What was/were the specific reason(s) for you the build a career in the industry and not in academics? A: I have a strong passion for turning concept/theory into practice. As a result, I love commercialization and building tools to help people do things better. This is strongly influenced by my PhD. advisor Prof. Peter Carr, I would strongly encourage young scientists to learn as broadly as they can. Take organic chemistry or biochemistry for example. I already mentioned that inter-disciplinary collaboration is key to success in today's world Q: Is there any recently published paper in the field of chromatography that has caught your attention? A: As I will mention below, separation problems are becoming more challenging and require an order of magnitude higher resolution. Biological samples are extremely complex and sample matrices are also more complex (e.g. proteomics to foodomics A: We are approaching the performance limit of one-dimensional LC. However, the real world problems are demanding an order of magnitude higher resolving power, especially in the bioanalysis world. As a result, we will see the growth in multidimensional LC. This is becoming a more robust and more user friendly tool with instrument vendors' efforts so a tool that can be used by non-experts. It is a general trend that the knowledge level of today's instrument users is decreasing. This is a serious problem. I see that future instruments will be made simpler, smarter, and more intuitive. Maybe one day it will be like everyone uses a smart phone without knowing how it actually works! LC-MS will become more common and an indispensable tool for labs. I also see the potential of new chromatographic media being developed to revolutionize the HPLC columns field. It will surely be an exciting time.
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